CDI update:  February 10, 2010
Hello Conservation Partners and Friends:
It’s been a busy time since the last newsletter. The first order of business each year is a trip to Chicago for an NACD North Central Region meeting. NC is comprised of the following states: Iowa , Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, and Wisconsin. This meeting allows members of the various state boards to visit face to face about resolutions and regional concerns and allows extra preparation before the annual NACD conference. It also allows our partners to meet for meetings and also participate in ours. Represented are FSA, NCDEA , NASCA, and NRCS. NRCS State Conservationist Rich Sims and I made the trip, but VP Jim Frederick got snowed in and couldn’t make it to DSM to ride with us. Steve Sunderland from Minnesota was elected Chair, replacing Ken Pedersen who finished his term on the board. Ray McCormick from Indiana is Vice-Chair.
I was asked by NACD president Steve Robinson to be the NC representative on a task force on herbicide resistance. I went to Beltsville , MD for that meeting on Jan 11. A 2nd meeting is planned for late summer. Although we don’t notice the problem in the north, we will, and it is a definite problem in the south and east which could adversely affect conservation farming.
The CDT-CDAT had several conference calls and developed the training module for 2010 Spring Regionals. If you haven’t gotten the brochure, check out the website- www.cdiowa.org/events.html  , for more info. Regionals start March 2.
A regular CDI board meeting was held on Jan 26th. Attendance was a little light due to weather, but we completed our assigned tasks, and the next day, met several other commissioners at the Capitol for Conservation Partnership Day. We were joined by conservation farmers Dennis McLaughlin from Madison Co. and Rob Stout from Washington Co. and testified before the House and Senate Ag Committees. The message-not only do we need to continue conservation funding ,we can’t afford to lose the state supplied technical support for the districts if we are to leverage the many sources of funding available at this time. This is the money that funds the state secretaries, technicians and support staff.
Jim Frederick and I headed to Orlando last week for the national conference. I want to assure you that the time we were able to spend outside the hotel (which was about 3 hours) was wet and chilly. We did manage a nice lunch with the Lubkes from Winneshiek Co. Jeff Eisenberg has been selected as NACD CEO and started on Feb 1. He was introduced and I think managed to visit with nearly everyone at the conference. Read more about Jeff on the NACD website. www.nacdnet.org 
The rest of the conference was excellent and I hope we have many attend from Iowa next year when it will be held in Nashville, TN. Iowa companies and conservation friends Agri Drain http://www.agridrain.com/ ; Farm Safety 4 Just Kids http://www.fs4jk.org/; and Agren, Inc http://www.agren-inc.com/ were exhibitors. AGREN's conservation practice building software made a splash. It really shortens up preliminary design time. Be sure to visit their website.
The Iowa Water and Land Legacy campaign is gaining momentum and we continue to build support. Mark Langgin has been hired as campaign manager and is assisting volunteers with contacts. Website design is almost finished.
Jane Weber and Jim Frederick have submitted resumes to Governor Culver’s office for consideration on the WIRB board to replace Deb Ryun.
Congrats to Madison Co. student David Lantz from Winterset for his 2nd place win in the national poster contest.
CDI has signed on as a co-sponsor for a seminar being held March 9 at the state historical building.A Watershed Year Anatomy of the Iowa Floods of 2008
Lessons Learned – Preparing for the FutureTuesday, March 9, 2010
6:30-8:00 pm
Iowa State Historical Building
Des Moines, Iowa
See the website for more details. 
Hopefully you can add this to your schedule when you attend the Iowa Water Conference in Ames, March 8-9 http://www.aep.iastate.edu/water/homepage.html 
FBIX will be rolled out as soon as contracts are okayed by national headquarters. We will try to have a short turn-a-round.
Save the Date! Annual Conference is currently being planned for Sept 8-9. Fall Regionals will be held in conjunction. This will take a lot of calender adjustment so be thinking of resolutions now.
See you in March!
Tim Palmer
CDI President
